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As the holiday season approaches, the tradition of giving 
thoughtful and meaningful gifts becomes more prominent in 
corporate culture. Custom plushies have emerged as a popular 
choice for corporate gifts, combining a personalized touch with 
the joy and warmth of the festive season. These cuddly 
companions not only delight recipients but also serve as a 
unique way for companies to showcase their brand. 

However, striking the right balance between holiday cheer and 
brand identity can be challenging. It's essential to incorporate 
festive elements that celebrate the season without 
overshadowing the brand's message and values. Achieving this 
balance ensures that the gift is both memorable and reflective 
of the brand, fostering a stronger connection with clients and 
employees. 

In this blog, we will explore strategies for creating holiday- 
themed custom plushies that seamlessly blend festive spirit 
with brand identity, ensuring that your corporate gifts stand out 
and leave a lasting impression. 


Understanding the Importance of Balance 
Brand Identity vs. Holiday Spirit 


1. Preserving Brand Integrity: 


@ Consistency: Maintaining brand identity in holiday- 
themed custom plushies ensures that the company's 
core values, mission, and visual aesthetics are 
consistently communicated. This consistency 
strengthens brand recognition and loyalty. 

@ Recognition: Subtle integration of brand elements 
such as logos, colors, and slogans helps keep the 
brand at the forefront. It ensures that while the 
plushies embrace the festive spirit, they still 
unmistakably represent the brand. 

2. Enhancing Emotional Connection: 

@ Festive Integration: Incorporating holiday elements 
like Santa hats, snowflakes, and seasonal colors 
creates a joyful and festive feeling. This connection 
enhances the emotional resonance of the gift, 
making it more memorable and cherished. 

@ Positive Associations: Balancing branding with 
holiday themes fosters positive associations with the 
brand. Recipients not only enjoy the festive aspect 
but also associate those warm feelings with the 
brand itself. 

Audience Perception 
1. Appreciation and Value: 

@ Thoughtfulness: Recipients appreciate gifts that 
reflect thoughtfulness and effort. Custom plushies 
that balance branding and holiday themes convey 
that the brand cares about creating something 
special and personal. 

@ Sentimental Value: Holiday-themed gifts often hold 
sentimental value. When a brand successfully 
incorporates its identity into these gifts, it enhances 
its emotional worth, making recipients more likely to 
hold onto them and think fondly of the brand. 

2. Brand Reputation: 

@ Positive Image: A well-balanced holiday-themed 
custom plushie reflects positively on the brand, 
showcasing creativity and a keen understanding of 


consumer preferences. This positive image can lead 
to increased trust and loyalty. 

@ Word-of-Mouth Marketing: Recipients who are 
delighted with their gifts are more likely to share 
their experiences with others, either through word-of- 
mouth or on social media. This organic promotion can 
enhance the brand's reputation and reach. 

3. Avoiding Overbranding: 

@ Subtlety: Overbranding can overwhelm the holiday 
theme and make the gift feel more like a marketing 
tool than a thoughtful present. A subtle approach 
ensures that the brand presence enhances rather 
than detracts from the festive spirit. 

@ Balance and Elegance: Achieving the right balance 
creates an elegant and appealing gift. It shows that 
the brand values the recipient's experience and is not 
just focused on self-promotion. 


Designing Holiday-Themed Custom Plushies 
Incorporate Subtle Branding 


1. Discrete Logos: 

@ Small and Tactful Placement: Position your logo in 
less obtrusive spots, such as on the plushie's foot, 
back, or a tag attached to the toy. This ensures the 
logo is present but not overwhelming. 

@ Embroidery: Using embroidery for the logo can 
make it look elegant and integrated into the design 
rather than a blatant advertisement. 

2. Brand Colors: 

@ Festive Twist: Use your brand colors in a way that 
complements the holiday theme. For instance, if your 
brand colors are blue and white, you can create a 
winter wonderland theme with snowflakes and 
icicles. 

@ Accents and Details: Incorporate brand colors 
subtly through accents like scarves, hats, or trims 
that blend naturally with the holiday design. 

3. Branded Accessories: 


@ Tags and Labels: Add branded tags or labels that 
can be easily removed if desired. This allows the 
recipient to enjoy the holiday design without feeling 
like they are constantly seeing a brand promotion. 

@ Accessories: Incorporate branded accessories, such 
as a holiday-themed ribbon with your brand’s logo or 


name, which can add a festive touch while promoting 
your brand. 


Holiday Elements 
1. Santa Hats and Scarves: 

@ Classic Holiday Look: Dressing plushies in Santa 
hats, elf hats, or cozy scarves instantly adds a festive 
feel. These elements can be designed in a way that 
complements the plushie's overall look and your 
brand’s aesthetic. 

@ Color Coordination: Use holiday colors like red, 
green, and gold that harmonize with your brand’s 
colors to create a cohesive look. 

2. Festive Patterns: 

@ Seasonal Designs: Integrate patterns such as 
snowflakes, reindeer, holly, or candy canes into the 
plushie’s fabric. These patterns evoke the holiday 
spirit without overwhelming the plushie’s design. 

@ Texture and Fabric Choice: Choose festive fabrics 
like velvet, plaid, or knit patterns that not only add to 


the holiday theme but also enhance the plushie’s 
tactile appeal. 


3. Holiday Symbols: 


@ Miniature Props: Add small props like gift boxes, 
jingle bells, or tiny wreaths that the plushie can hold 
or wear. These elements can enhance the holiday 
theme while allowing room for brand integration. 

@ Interactive Features: Consider adding interactive 
elements such as a plushie that sings a holiday jingle 
when pressed or a hidden pocket containing a 
holiday message. 

Customization Options 


1. Personalized Messages: 

@ Name Embroidery: Allow customers to add names 
or personal messages to the plushies, making the gift 
feel more special and personalized. This option can 
be placed on the plushie’s outfit or a small tag. 

@ Holiday Greetings: Include options for custom 
holiday messages or greetings that can be 
embroidered or printed on the plushie, making it a 
unique and thoughtful gift. 

2. Theme Variations: 

@ Multiple Designs: Offer various holiday-themed 
designs, such as a snowman plushie, a reindeer 
plushie, or a holiday elf plushie. This diversity allows 
recipients to choose a design that best suits their 
taste. 

@ Accessory Choices: Provide different accessory 
options like scarves, hats, or holiday outfits that can 
be mixed and matched, giving each plushie a unique 
look while maintaining a consistent brand presence. 

3. Packaging Customization: 

@ Festive Gift Boxes: Offer plushies in custom- 
designed gift boxes that reflect the holiday theme. 
These boxes can include subtle branding and make 
the unboxing experience more enjoyable. 

@ Personalized Wrapping: Allow customers to 
choose personalized wrapping paper with holiday 
designs and the option to add a brand logo or 
message. 


Using Colors and Patterns Wisely 
Brand Colors with a Twist 


1. Festive Integration: 

@ Seasonal Adjustments: Transform your brand 
colors to fit the holiday theme. For instance, if your 
brand colors are blue and white, you can add silver or 
gold accents to evoke a winter wonderland feel. If 
your brand's palette includes shades of green, 


incorporating red can instantly give a festive 
Christmas vibe. 

@ Gradient and Ombre Effects: Use gradient and 
ombre effects to blend your brand colors with 
traditional holiday hues. This technique adds a 
festive flair while maintaining brand recognition. For 
example, transitioning from your brand’s primary 
color to a festive shade can create a harmonious and 
visually appealing design. 

2. Subtle Branding: 

@ Highlight Elements: Use brand colors as highlight 
elements rather than the main color. For instance, 
employ your brand colors in the smaller details like 
scarves, hats, or tiny accessories on the plushies, 
while using more traditional holiday colors for the 
main body. 

@ Contrast with Festive Backgrounds: Place your 
brand colors against festive backgrounds to make 
them pop. This contrast ensures that your branding 
stands out without dominating the holiday theme. 

3. Color Blocking: 

@ Festive Blocks: Incorporate color blocking to create 
sections of your plushies that feature both your 
brand colors and holiday colors. This approach allows 
you to integrate branding seamlessly with festive 
design. 

@ Pattern Integration: Combine your brand colors 
with holiday-themed patterns. For instance, a 
reindeer plushie can have a scarf in your brand colors 
with subtle holiday motifs. 

Seasonal Patterns 
1. Classic Holiday Motifs: 

@ Snowflakes: Snowflakes are versatile and can be 
easily integrated with your brand colors. Use them as 
patterns on plushie accessories or the main fabric. 
They evoke a wintery feel and complement both cool 
and warm color palettes. 


@ Reindeer and Santa: Patterns featuring reindeer, 
Santa, and other holiday icons can be designed in 
your brand colors. For example, a reindeer plushie 
with antlers in your brand’s distinctive shade or 
Santa’s outfit in a brand-specific color. 

2. Festive Florals and Greens: 

@ Holly and Poinsettias: Incorporate patterns of 
holly, poinsettias, or mistletoe. These patterns can be 
subtle yet effective in adding a festive touch. For 
instance, a plushie's attire can feature tiny holly 
prints that align with your brand colors. 

@ Evergreens: Patterns with evergreen trees or 
wreaths can be incorporated in ways that 
complement your brand’s aesthetic. Use these 
patterns on accessories like hats or scarves or asa 
backdrop design on the plushie’s fabric. 

3. Geometric Holiday Patterns: 

@ Stripes and Checks: Use geometric patterns like 
stripes and checks in your brand colors combined 
with festive hues. For example, a plushie dressed ina 
checkered outfit featuring both red and your brand’s 
primary color. 

@ Polka Dots and Stars: Polka dots and star patterns 
can add a playful holiday touch. These patterns can 
be integrated into the plushie’s design, accessories, 
or packaging to enhance the festive feel. 

4. Custom Holiday Designs: 

@ Logo Integration: Incorporate your brand logo into 
holiday patterns. For instance, create custom 
patterns where your logo forms part of a snowflake 
or is embedded within a festive design. This 
technique subtly reinforces branding without 
overpowering the holiday theme. 

@ Unique Holiday Icons: Develop unique holiday 
icons that reflect both the festive spirit and your 
brand identity. These can be used as recurring motifs 


throughout the plushie design, creating a cohesive 
and branded holiday look. 


Personalization and Messaging 
Personalized Touch 


1. Adding Names and Messages: 

@ Embroidery: Embroidering names, initials, or 
personal messages on the plushies is a great way to 
add a personal touch. This can be done on the 
plushie’s clothes, hats, or even on a small patch 
attached to the plushie. For example, adding "Happy 
Holidays, [Name]!" makes the gift feel unique and 
cherished. 

@ Printed Tags: Attaching printed tags with custom 
messages Is another effective method. These tags 
can include heartfelt notes, special dates, or even 
short, personalized greetings. The tags can be 
designed to match the holiday theme while also 
subtly featuring the brand logo. 

2. Customizable Features: 

@ Choose Your Outfit: Allow recipients to customize 
parts of the plushie, like selecting different outfits or 
accessories. This can be a fun and interactive way for 
recipients to feel more connected to their gift. 

@ Special Accessories: Add special accessories that 
can be personalized, such as miniature backpacks, 
scarves, or hats. These accessories can be 
customized with names or messages, enhancing the 
personal connection. 

3. Holiday Themes: 

@ Seasonal Embellishments: Incorporate seasonal 
embellishments that can be customized. For 
instance, a plushie could come with a removable 
holiday-themed vest that has the recipient's name on 
it. 

@ Interactive Elements: Include interactive elements 
like voice recordings where a custom message can 


be recorded and played back. This adds a highly 
personal touch and can make the gift even more 
special. 
Holiday Greetings with Branding 
1. Subtle Branding in Messages: 

@ Incorporate Brand Values: Craft holiday messages 
that subtly reflect the brand’s values and voice. For 
instance, if a brand emphasizes community and 
togetherness, the holiday message could center 
around those themes, while still mentioning the 
brand in a subtle way. Example: "Wishing you a 
joyous holiday season filled with love and 
togetherness. From all of us at [Brand], Happy 
Holidays!" 

@ Elegant Inclusion: Embed the brand name or logo 
within the holiday message in a way that feels 
natural and unobtrusive. For instance, the message 
could be signed off with a small logo or the brand 
name in a festive font. 

2. Tone and Voice: 

@ Consistency: Ensure that the holiday message 
maintains the brand’s tone and voice. If the brand is 
known for being playful, the message can include fun 
and lighthearted language. If the brand is more 
formal, the message should reflect that tone while 
still being warm and festive. 

@ Festive Language: Use festive and warm language 
that resonates with the holiday spirit. Phrases like 
“season’s greetings,” “joyful holidays,” and “warmest 
wishes” can be combined with brand-specific 
messages to create a cohesive and heartfelt 
greeting. 

3. Creative Formats: 

@ Holiday Cards: Include a holiday card with a plushie 
that features a custom message. The card can have 
festive designs and subtly incorporate the brand’s 


logo or colors. This adds an element of surprise and 
delight when the recipient opens the gift. 

@ Digital Messages: For a modern twist, include a QR 
code with the plushie that leads to a personalized 
holiday video message from the brand. This can 
create an interactive and memorable experience. 

4. Gift Wrapping and Presentation: 

@ Branded Wrapping Paper: Use wrapping paper 
that features both holiday motifs and subtle brand 
elements. This ensures that the gift presentation is 
festive while still reinforcing brand identity. 

@ Festive Packaging: The packaging can also include 
a holiday greeting along with the brand’s logo. For 
instance, a gift box could have a printed message 
like “Wishing you a magical holiday season! From, 
[Brand]” on the inside lid. 


Packaging and Presentation 
Festive Packaging 
1. Holiday-Themed Designs: 

@ Seasonal Colors and Patterns: Use festive colors 
such as red, green, gold, silver, and white in the 
packaging. Incorporate holiday patterns like 
snowflakes, holly, Christmas trees, or reindeer to 
enhance the seasonal feel. These elements can be 
subtly integrated with the brand’s colors to create a 
cohesive look. 

@ Themed Wrapping Paper: Design custom wrapping 
paper that blends holiday motifs with subtle 
branding. For example, wrapping paper could feature 
a repeating pattern of holiday symbols intertwined 
with the brand’s logo in a tasteful manner. 

2. Branded Elements: 

@ Logo Integration: Include the brand’s logo ina 
discreet yet noticeable way. This can be done by 
embossing the logo on the packaging or 
incorporating it into the holiday design elements. For 


instance, the logo could be placed in a corner or as 
part of a holiday scene on the packaging. 

@ Taglines and Slogans: Add holiday greetings or 
messages that include the brand’s tagline or slogan. 
This helps reinforce brand identity while conveying 
festive cheer. Example: “Wishing You Joy and 
Warmth This Holiday Season! From [Brand]”. 

3. Unique Packaging Options: 

@ Holiday Gift Boxes: Use specially designed gift 
boxes that reflect both the holiday spirit and the 
brand’s aesthetics. These boxes can be adorned with 
holiday-themed graphics and subtle branding 
elements, making them visually appealing and 
festive. 

@ Reusable Packaging: Consider using eco-friendly, 
reusable packaging such as fabric gift bags or 
decorative tins. These options not only enhance the 
holiday spirit but also align with sustainable 
practices, which can positively reflect on the brand. 

Unboxing Experience 
1. First Impressions: 

@ Elegant Presentation: Ensure the packaging is 
visually appealing and well-organized. An elegant 
presentation sets the tone for the unboxing 
experience and creates anticipation. Use quality 
materials and thoughtful design to make the gift feel 
special. 

@ Holiday Greetings: Include a holiday greeting card 
inside the packaging. The card can feature a warm 
message, the brand’s logo, and festive graphics. 
Personalized messages on the card can add an extra 
touch of care and thoughtfulness. 

2. Layered Unboxing: 

@ Multi-Layer Packaging: Create a layered unboxing 
experience with multiple stages of discovery. For 
example, the plushie can be wrapped in tissue paper 
within the gift box, with additional elements like a 


holiday card or small accessories nestled alongside. 
Each layer adds to the excitement and enhances the 
overall experience. 

@ Themed Tissue Paper: Use tissue paper with 
holiday prints or brand colors to wrap the plushie. 
This adds a festive touch and builds anticipation as 
the recipient unwraps each layer. 

3. Interactive Elements: 

@ QR Codes and Digital Messages: Include a QR 
code that leads to a personalized holiday video 
message from the brand. This interactive element 
can Surprise and delight the recipient, making the 
unboxing experience more memorable. 

@ Augmented Reality: Incorporate augmented reality 
(AR) elements into the packaging. For instance, 
scanning the package with a smartphone could 
reveal an AR holiday scene or a special greeting from 
the brand. 

4. Thoughtful Details: 

@ Scented Packaging: Add a subtle holiday scent to 
the packaging, such as cinnamon or pine, to enhance 
the sensory experience. This attention to detail can 
create a lasting impression and evoke festive 
memories. 

@ Holiday Confetti: Include holiday-themed confetti 
or small decorations inside the packaging. These 
little extras can add to the festive atmosphere and 
make the unboxing experience more joyful. 


Conclusion 

Custom plushies are a delightful way to celebrate the holiday 
season while also reinforcing your brand identity. By balancing 
festive elements with subtle branding, you create gifts that are 
memorable, appreciated, and effective in promoting your 
brand. From designing holiday-themed plushies with 
personalized touches to ensuring an enjoyable unboxing 


experience, every detail matters in leaving a lasting impression 
on your recipients. 
Why Choose EverLighten? 

@ 100% Customization: Tailor every aspect of your 
plushies to reflect your brand's unique identity and the 
holiday spirit. 

@ 100% Quality Check: Rigorous quality assurance to 
ensure every plushie meets the highest standards. 

@ Free Design Help: Our expert designers are available to 
assist you at no extra cost. 

@ Worldwide Delivery: Reliable delivery to any location 
around the globe. 

@ 24/7 Support: Our support team is always available to 
help with any inquiries. 

@ Unlimited Revisions: We offer unlimited revisions to 
ensure your design is perfect. 

@ Low MOQ (Minimum Order Quantity): Flexible options 
to accommodate brands of all sizes. 

Ready to elevate your holiday gifting with custom plushies? 
Connect with EverLighten today and discover how we can 
help you create high-quality, festive plushies that captivate 
your audience and strengthen your brand! 


Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
1. Why is it important to balance branding and holiday 


themes in corporate gifts? 

@ Balancing branding and holiday themes ensures that 
your gift is both festive and reflective of your brand. 
This approach fosters positive associations and 
enhances brand recognition without overwhelming 
the recipient with overt branding. 

2. What are some subtle ways to include branding in 
holiday-themed plushies? 

@ Incorporate small logos, brand colors, and branded 
accessories in a discreet manner. Use embroidery, 
printed tags, or branded ribbons to subtly integrate 
branding while maintaining the festive appeal. 


3. How can | ensure my custom plushies reflect both 
holiday cheer and my brand's identity? 

@ Use holiday-themed designs that complement your 
brand colors and subtly incorporate brand elements. 
Personalized touches and thoughtful holiday 
messages also help balance festive spirit with brand 
identity. 

4. What packaging ideas can enhance the festive feel 
while showcasing my brand? 

@ Design holiday-themed packaging with subtle 
branding elements, such as custom gift boxes, 
branded wrapping paper, and festive tags. An 
enjoyable unboxing experience with layered 
packaging and personalized messages can also 
enhance the festive feel. 

5. Are there any examples of brands that have 
successfully balanced these elements? 

@ Many brands have successfully integrated holiday 
themes with their branding. Examples include 
companies that use holiday patterns with brand 
colors, add personalized messages, and create 
festive packaging that subtly features their logo. 
These strategies ensure the gifts are memorable and 
appreciated while promoting the brand effectively. 


